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comes the passion to visit the holy places of his religion,
and if there was a country in which the desire to fulfil this
holy command was most fervently cultivated and executed,
it was decidedly Central Asia and Eastern Turkestan,
where nearly two-thirds of the pilgrims formerly perished,
partly in consequence of epidemics and inclemency of
weather, partly also at the hands of robbers or through thirst
in the desert. And yet these Turk or Tartar Hadjees often
disregard all dangers and perils of a long journey, and
begin to economise the money necessary for travelling
expenses many years before they have set out, for a man
destitute of means is not allowed to undertake the Had],
the same prohibition exists also for a man who is not
bodily strong enough, or who has to provide for a family
left back at home. It is true, in accordance with the saying
" Hem ziaret hem tidjaret" (Pilgrimage and Business to-
gether), there are people, who connect trade with religion,
but their devotion is often criticised, whereas the pure reli-
gious intention meets everywhere with the greatest praise
and veneration, and a successfully accomplished visit to the
holy places of Arabia makes a Mohammedan respected not
only in his community but also in the outlying districts of
his country. On his return journey from Mekka and
Medina the Hajee gets an official reception all along his
route. He is met by young and old, by rich and poor,
everybody tries to rub his eyes or his cheeks to the dress of
the man, in order to catch an atom of the dust coming from
the Kaaba or from the grave of the Prophet, and if the
Hajee is the bearer of some Khaki-Mubarak (*'.*., blessed
earth from the grave of Mohammed), or if he is in posses-
sion of a small bottle of " Zemzem " (the holy fountain in
the precinct of the Kaaba), there is no end and limit to the
pressing throng around him. I have seen people kissing
the footsteps of such a pilgrim, embracing and petting him,